JCOM 597.01
       Peace, War, Terror and the Media


Summer 2006
JCOM 597 – Global Issues and Mass Communication

Vered Malka
3080 Derby Hall

292-7438
David.15@osu.edu 

Office Hours: 12-2 MW, or by appointment.

Course Description
“Peace, War, Terror, and the Media” is designed to fulfill GEC requirement, Category 6, Diversity Experiences, Section B, “International Issues, Non-Western or Global Course,” by examining the impact of mass media on peace, war and international terrorism. 

Mass communication, as a social/cultural and commercial institution, influences not only the transmission of news of events worldwide, but also affects the commercial, economic, political, scientific, and cultural climate on a global scale. 

Because of the rapid exchange of information through the media and other information systems, terrorism and political turmoil in one part of the world affects the confidence of markets in other parts of the world. Consequently, prospects of candidates for public office in countries such as Spain or the United States may be affected by events and issues thousands of miles away than by events taking place at home.
In the modern world, the media serve as a common denominator in cross-cultural and multinational issues. In fact, in its modern usage, “mass communication” is, by definition, cross-cultural and multinational, i.e., a system of linked technologies that is unbounded by national borders or language barriers.
Therefore, the proposed course is a study of the different roles the media play in major world events, such as war, peace, and terror. This course would be appealing to students from an array of academic majors campus-wide and would afford the opportunity for those students to meet and exchange ideas.
“Peace, War, Terror and the Media” will examine how both news and entertainment media portray terrorists, as well as how terrorists perceive and use mass media, particularly the news, as a tool of information and propaganda intended, to influence publics and governments beyond the immediate site of the terrorism.
The course will examine terrorism from both a historical and contemporary perspective and provide a context for learning and discussion of the interplay between terrorism and communication in the contemporary world.
Students are expected to maintain pace with the reading schedule and be prepared to discuss the material in class with the instructor and other students. Each student will complete a term paper, and will also be graded on four short essays drawn directly from the readings and class discussion (see description of assignments at end of syllabus).

The key assessment of success in this course is a 15-20 page term paper, formally footnoted and referenced, that is a case study and analysis of an actual terrorist incident, from the past or present, and the media treatment of it, or students may choose to write their paper on how media, such as film or TV portray terrorists and the ethnic group, ideology or religion the terrorists are associated with. 


Required Texts:

Isaac Cronin, Confronting Fear: A History of Terrorism (2003)

Walter Reich and Walter Laqueur, Origins of Terrorism: Psychologies, Ideologies, Theologies, States of Mind

Nancy Palmer, Terrorism, War and the Press
Pippa Norris, Montague Kern and Marion Just, Framing Terrorism: The News Media, the Government and the Public.
Course Requirements: Each student’s grade will be based on the following:

10-15 page research term paper
30%

Four 5-page essays (15% each)
60%

Class discussion and participation
10%

Schedule of Readings and Due Dates for Papers:

Week 1
Terrorism in Historical Perspective, Part 1 – We will look back on the history of terrorism and its interaction with the communication media of its time.


Reading: Confronting Fear (Chapters x-x (1st half))

Week 2
Terrorism in Historical Perspective, Part 2


Reading: Confronting Fear (Chapters x-x (2nd half))

Essay #1 Due

Week 3
The Ideas Behind Terrorism, Part 1 – We will examine the ideological, political, and religious roots of terrorism along with how the media portray those idea systems and the ethnicities and nations associated with them.


Reading: Origins of Terrorism (Chapters x-x (1st half))

Week 4
The Ideas Behind Terrorism, Part 2 

Reading: Origins of Terrorism (Chapters x-x (2nd half))

Essay #2 Due

Week 5
The News Media and Terrorism, Part 1 – We will examine the interplay between the news media’s need for news and the terrorists’ need to publicize their actions. The part of the course will take a case study approach and utilize original news coverage, in print and broadcast, of terrorist acts as a means of stimulating discussion.


Reading: Terrorism, War and the Press (Chapters x-x (1st third))

Week 6
The News Media and Terrorism, Part 2


Reading: Terrorism, War and the Press (Chapters x-x (2nd third))

Week 7
The News Media and Terrorism, Part 3
Reading: Terrorism, War and the Press (Chapters x-x (3rd third))

Essay #3 Due

Week 8
Media Images and the Manipulation of Understanding, Part 1 – We will examine how media portrayals of terrorism and terrorists are manipulated, not only by terrorists, but also by governments opposed to terrorism.


Reading: Framing Terrorism (Chapters x-x(1st third))

Week 9
Media Images and the Manipulation of Understanding, Part 2


Reading: Framing Terrorism (Chapters x-x(2nd third))

Week 10
Media Images and the Manipulation of Understanding, Part 3
Reading: Framing Terrorism (Chapters x-x(3rd  third))

Essay #4 due

Week 11
Final Exam week – Term paper due Monday of final exam week

Note on Essays: Each of the four essays you are assigned will coincide with the topic, reading, and discussion for that particular segment of the course. The essay question will be distributed in class and will be posted on the website. Your papers must be typed, double-spaced, and submitted either in hard copy, or by e-mail attachment (format in Word for PCs).

Note on Term Paper: Each student will research and write a 10-15 paper complete with footnotes/endnotes and references. Students may use any of the established reference styles, such as Chicago Manual or APA. Papers are to be typed, double-spaced, and submitted either in hard copy, or by e-mail attachment (format in Word for PCs). 



Students may choose a paper topic that is a case study and analysis of an actual terrorist incident, from the past or present, and the media treatment of it, or how media, such as film or TV portray terrorists and the ethnic group, ideology or religion the terrorists are associated with. Students will be encouraged to discuss their paper ideas with the instructor. Also, class time will be set aside so that students can present their paper ideas to the class for comment.

Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Statement:


Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
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